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City Guide: Miami

A critical look at the old and new in an ever-evolving Magic City.
By Galena Mosovich

Miami's forward momentum is astonishing. The rate at which change occurs is faster
than the speed of Maserati coupes racing across the MacArthur Causeway, a picturesque
highway that connects Miami proper to Miami Beach over a glistening bay. It is, and
always has been, a glamorous destination. Visitors come looking for an escape, willing to
be seduced by the charm of their surroundings. It's as if the environment is
systematically manufactured to excite all of our senses.

Miami grew exponentially during a series of booms in the 20th century—until each
period's bubble burst. Now, the city has expanded once again and is truly in the best
shape it's ever been. The indicator? Countless cranes crowding the skyline both near the
water and inland making way for the next chic cocktail bar or chef-driven restaurant.
That "out with the old, in with the new" mentality governs the lives of those who live
here, and as such, Miamians are an adaptable bunch with a strong affinity for the
ambitious and adventurous. Recently, though, understanding the past has become more
of a priority, as more and more people call Miami a permanent home instead of a fantasy
getaway.

Here are the most important places to see, eat, and stay in this ever-evolving Magic City.

WHERE TO DRINK

The Broken Shaker and 27 Restaurant

Tucked away from the synthetic scene that consumes most of South Beach is the
Freehand Miami compound, a large plot of lush tropical land where a high-end hostel in
a charming Art Deco building is supplemented by a world-famous cocktail bar and new
restaurant. The Broken Shaker by Gabriel Orta and Elad Zvi has made headlines since it
opened as a pop-up more than two years ago in a petite space resembling the wild
offspring of Paris, New Orleans, and Oaxaca. The cocktail menu changes every 10 days
and contains exotic options like an aperitivo with Cocchi Americano, Amontillado sherry,
fresh hibiscus, and lime juice topped with sparkling water. When you visit you'll quickly
learn that all the buzz is well-deserved, thanks to fresh ingredients from an on-site
garden; inventive original recipes made by down-to-earth bartenders; a back bar stocked
with notable spirits, vintage liqueurs; and myriad bottles of house-made bitters, elixirs,
tinctures, and syrups. The outdoor courtyard is something of a bohemian playground
complete with a pool, citrus trees, ping-pong tables, and ample space for lingering into
the wee hours of the night by candlelight. The adjacent restaurant, aptly named 27, is
managed by the same power duo and the bar on the second floor of this old Florida
house is a top-notch addition to Miami's cocktail circuit.

The Broken Shaker and 27 Restaurant

At Freehand Miami

2727 Indian Creek Dr., Miami Beach, Florida
+1/305-531-2727
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